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e Participants laud Ethiopia’s hospitality

BY HAILE DEMEKE

Al “THIQPIA
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ADDIS ABABA - The 17" edition of annual g2 : \_&t_ IGF ETHOPIA S e nance Forum

Internet Governance Forum (IGF) hosted by =
the government of Ethiopia was concluded
successfully on Friday outlining way
forwards to further enhance connectivity
across the world.

Ethiopia’s Innovation and Technology State
Minister Huria Ali said on the occasion that
connecting all people and safeguarding
human  rights, enhancing internet
connectivity and access, avoiding internet
fragmentation, governing data, protecting
privacy, enabling safety and security,
addressing advanced technologies including
artificial intelligence are crucial for future
digital world.

Diaspora augments
support to 1DPs,
rehabilitation
efforts
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Habtamu Itefa (PhD. Eng.)

BY MISGANAW ASNAKE

Photo: Ashenafi Gudeta

ADDIS ABABA - Ministry of Water and
Energy (MoWE) has been working on
providing Six million people at national
level with safe drinking water in this budget
year.

MoWE Habtamu Itefa (PhD. Eng.) told
The Ethiopian Press Agency (EPA) that in
the first quarter of this year, nearly 500,000
people have secured access to safe drinking
water.

The coverage of safe drinking water
is improving in the country and the
number of people who had the access to
safe drinking water over the last budget
year was 5 million at national level, he
said.

He said: “MoWE will achieve this plan
easily because last year 5 million people
were able to get access to clean water even
if there were various challenges including
the conflicts in the North Ethiopia.”

In spite of challenges the nation has
encountered over the past four years,
Ethiopia has made a significant progress in
expanding of access to clean drinking water,
he added.

He further stated that MoWE along with a
number of development partners is working
hard to better achieve the plan this is year
because the country’s peace has been
restored and this helps drill water projects in
the nation to progress in a very good manner,
and donors can also move easily to properly
discharge their respective responsibilities.

“The drilling of clean drinking water
projects, which is under construction, is
done by MoWE itself, states and donor
organizations have also assisted it to tackle
serious problems. Focusing on drought
affected areas and a dry place of the nation
is prioritized. Sanitation and hygiene of
people are improving,” he said.

He also said that the nation will continue
working with stakeholders to ensure
the access of water supply and achieve
targets for safe drinking water millennium
development goals.

Ethiopia’s achievement in realizing this
goal also fosters sustainable development
goals, he added.

Ministry foresees Premier’'s
Initiative to animal productivity

BY MENGESHA AMARE

ADDIS ABABA - Due emphasis has
been given to exploit Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed’s (PhD) Yelemat Tirufat initiative
to drive Ethiopia’s immense livestock
potential to food self-sufficiency and to
larger economic benefits, Ministry of
Agriculture said.

Speaking to local media, Agriculture
State Minister Fikru Regassa (PhD)
said that the Yelemat Tirufat is a
national program peculiarly focused on
promoting poultry, apiculture and dairy
production in the country.

As to him, the program is a locally
devised scheme with a view to ensuring
food-self-sufficiency, substituting animal
products importation via producing
locally with the required quality, creating
jobs for a number of citizens using
animal properties, promoting export of
animal products to other countries of the
world.

Though Ethiopia has been graciously
gifted with animal wealth and possesses
a number of beasts which can provide
the society with a range of benefits, the

Fikru Regassa (PhD)

country could hardly garner benefits
it deserves so far. This trend has to be
altered well using a combined effort.

“For example, only 1.5 liters of milk
a day on average is garnered, on the
contrary other countries can produce a
manifold of ours. However, we can gain
from 10 to 15 liters of milk a day by
improving cow species and fulfilling all
the required aspects as well as focusing

-

“OhO0Y 3

Asrat Terra (PhD)

on quality instead of lauding a number
game,” the state minister added.

Ethiopian Animal Development Institute
Director General, Asrat Terra (PhD) said
on his part that as Ethiopia has possessed
numerous untapped resources such as
dairy production, poultry development
and apiculture production, a coordinated
effort needs to be entertained to make the
country beneficiary out of the program.

il

PRSI

Centre working on creating 100,000 jobs

BY TSEGAYE TILAHUN

BAHIR DAR - The International Centre
of Insect Physiological and Ecology
(icipe) in collaboration with Mastercard
Foundation has been exerting efforts to
create jobs for 100,000 youth in honey
and silk value chains.

This was noted on Friday during Honey
and Bee Products Festival and a Learning
Summit to promote beekeeping, unite
beekeepers across the country, exchange
experience and facilitate market linkages
or value chains.

The More Young Entrepreneurs in Silk

and Honey (MOYESH) project has been
implementing in the Amhara, Oromia and
Southern Nations, Nationalities Peoples
(SNNP) states.

In his opening speech at the festival,
MOYESH  Programme  Coordinator
Workineh Ayalew (PhD) said that icipe
has been working to alleviate youth
underemployment via honey and silk
value chains.

MOYESH  Programme has  been
providing technology, training and other
supports to increase honey productivity
and boost income of organized youths.

Regional MOYESH Director Meklit

Asefa for her part said that over the three,
a total of 944 government staff woreda
and zonal experts are certified to be
master trainer and advisory for organized
youth enterprises.

As to her, over 107 million Birr cost of
inputs and other resources distributed to
organized youths that engaging in honey
and silk sector. In the stated period, youths
generated over 93 million Birr income.

Furthermore, youth business enterprises
have transformed into cooperatives.

The project is operational in fifteen
woredas in the country, it was learnt.
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Editorial

The 17" Internet Governance Forum (IGF) was virtually held in
Addis Ababa. The forum that brought together various international
bodies was one where ideas for policy inputs were cross-fertilized.
In light of this, it has showcased that a country could rise up to
accomplishing a lofty task undaunted by formidable and ceaseless
hurdles. The event has created a favorable moment. It has slammed
the attempts to tarnish the image of the country with a smear
campaign. Creating a ripe moment it as well has enabled the country
consolidate its diplomacy and portray the commendable task it
accomplished.

The Government Communication Service’s statement is in the
same wavelength. The fact that the country has ashamed naysayers
and circumvented challenges proving its capability to host such
an international forum affords a source of pride. It exhibited
Ethiopia has an identity founded on bedrock apart from being a
country that emerges atop barricades that close it in. Parallelly,
as the forum is one where different countries cross-pollinate
experiences it has created an occasion for those engaged in the
information and telecommunication sector and job creators a venue
of communication.

PM Abiy Ahmed on the opening session of the forum dilated
on the works Ethiopia has been doing in the internet, science &
technology and artificial intelligence sectors. He also reflected on
the paramount significance of the sector for the prosperity of the
world with a special focus on Africa.

Ethiopia’s technology and digital transformation path is aligned
with one of the five minor agendas of the 17th IGF.As it is known
Ethiopia has zeroed in on science & technology, and Artificial
intelligence. Thanks to this disposition it has relied on IT since it has
been beset by COVID-19 and other artificial problems. Following

the works it done to upgrade its internet connectivity taking in to
account its population size conspicuous changes are crystalizing.
Accordingly, the Internet outreach in the country that stood at 19
million in 2025 has shot up to 30 million in 2030.Aside from the
outreach service, stepping up internet speed Ethiopia has put in
place a 4GB network in crowded towns and 5GB network in big
towns. Knowing full well the paramount significance of internet in
the quality of education 2,300 schools across the nation are rendered
beneficiaries of the much-needed internet services.

Simultaneously, in its pursuit to embrace integrated digital economy
to set the national digital strategy in motion, it has brought forth
institutions of research and development that operate in concert
with the artificial intelligence unit and it has introduced a science
and technology museum that facilitates creative researches in the
IT sector as well.

This being the case such forum foregrounds Ethiopia’s thrust
forward on top of drawing tangible and practical points. Hence the
sector’s significance goes without saying.

Things were not bed of roses when Ethiopia was accomplishing the
lofty task. Following the improvement in the quality and outreach
services there were tendencies of using the boons of the internet
technology to bad ends—disinformation & misinformation—
especially during the conflict in the northern part of the country.
Surmounting such challenges erected on its way the country will
surge ahead setting an example to other countries too.

Internet governance helps to thwart time, resource and space barriers.
It promotes accountability, transparency and boosts the acquisition
of knowledge. Hence, it promotion in developing countries begs for
added attention. Africa therefore must not remain in the short end of
the information stick.

IGAD region deserves sustainable peace, development, integration

BY DARGIE KAHSAY

Conflict, drought, instability and disaster-
induced displacement of people remain top
agendas of the 48th Inter Governmental
Authority on Development’s (IGAD)
Council of Ministers session, which
concluded on 30 November 2022 in
Khartoum, Sudan. On its communiqué
issued following the conclusion of the
session, IGAD noted that the political and
security situation in Somalia, South Sudan
and Sudan was discussed at the session
and welcomed the permanent cessation of
hostilities agreement in Ethiopia.

According to the communiqué, climate
change, conflict and disaster induced
displacement continues to exacerbate
the scale of disasters that the IGAD
region experiences. Though located at
the strategic region of the world which
can benefit the region to development and
prosperity, the Horn of Africa is known
for its turmoil politics in history. Its
location becomes a curse than a blessing
for the region.

In recent years, the region’s peace
and stability shows progresses and
developments as Somalia established
functional central government, South
Sudan warring factions come to the table
and Sudan holds comparably smooth
political transition. The political crisis
in these countries, especially in South
Sudan and Somalia affects the regional

stability during the past years. The recent
developments in Ethiopian internal
politics also affect the regional security.
In addition to political instability, climate
driven drought affects the region that
mounted the crises of in region.

Though the region is experiencing
progresses and  developments in
maintaining peace and stability, still, the
Horn of Africa is struggling from vicious
circles of wars, conflicts, droughts and
disasters. The regional organization,
IGAD and its partners are also remaining
busy to extinguish new crises and to
mediate new warring factions. In every
annual session and reports of IGAD, there
are hot crises and new disasters that need
timely solutions that have the capacity
to divert the regional organization’s
resource and attentions to the new issues
than focusing on investing on economic
development and sustainable stability.

Due to the emergence of new political
crisis and other disasters, IGAD focuses
on restoring peace, mediation warring
actors and humanitarian responses.
This status quo must come to end and
the IGAD region has to turn its face to
harmony, peace, development, integration
and cooperation. The vicious circle of
instability, conflict, drought and other
disasters must end and it is possible if the
political actors of each country and the
regional actors decide to make the region
peaceful and secure. External actors have

their hands in disturbing the stability and
peace of the region, but the involvement
of external actors is due to the internal
actors. Without any inviting actor or
cause, it is impossible for external actor
to disturb the region or even a single
country in the region.

It is possible to conclude that the
disturbing factors and actors of the region
are internal, the external factors and actors
are exacerbating using the developments
in the region. Unlike other regions of the
world, world’s super powers are watching
this region 24/7. Surprisingly, to the
opposite, this region is the most turbulent
region of the world, thanks to the evil
actors. This makes the region to struggle
with  vicious instabilities, poverty,
droughts. But, if the regional actors
decide to solve the regional problem, the
solution is within the region.

In the first place, IGAD should be
strengthened to make it a major regional
actor in solving the regional problems.
Secondly, every country in the region
should decide to transform its political
system and must exit from the old
political fashion. The political mentality
of the region must be transformed and
investing on conspiracy should phase-out.
The region needs cooperation and every
country in the region needs democracy,
peace and development to end the status
quo.

The region should use its strategic
location for its development and it only
needs commitment, decision and strategy
of the political actors. Normalizing
conflicts, disasters and droughts must end
in the Horn region.

The people of the Horn of Africa region
deserve peace, democracy, development
and harmony. If capitalized well, its
strategic location can help the region to
transform to prosperity and development.
The region has full capacity and potential
to sustain development and prosperity.
Peace and development must be
securitized in every country and in very
region.

Instability is the major problem of the
region and securitizing peace is the
solution for each country in the region.
There should be no compromise or excuse
for war or conflict in the region. The head
of all problems in the region is absence of
sustainable peace and maintaining peace
and security would solve the problems
and would help the region to turn its face
to economic development, democracy
and regional integration. Conflict and
crises must not be normalized and should
never become the major agenda of the
region for the future.

Editor's Note: The views

entertained in this article do not

necessarily reflect the stance of
The Ethiopian Herald
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University to hold scholars discussion forum

BY MESERET BEHAILU

ADDIS ABABA - Scholars discussion forum
called “The Role of Scholars to Ethiopian
Excellence” will be held as of tomorrow in
a bid to bring about sustainable peace and
development in the country using scholars
untapped knowledge, so disclosed Kotebe
University of Education (KUoE).

Briefing Journalists recently the KUoE
President Berhan Meskel Tena (PhD) said that
the KUOE has organized scholars discussion
forum in collaboration with Addis Ababa
Science and Technology University aiming at
identifying the root causes of the country and
directing the relevant solution.

As to the President, Ethiopian scholars have
not been contributing good enough role in the
country’s overall development during the past
many years. Due to this, Ethiopia has been
facing various challenges.

Talking about some countries’ experiences, he
said that particularly countries like Yemen and
Syria have destroyed their sovereignty due to
the scholars’ less contribution in the area.

The president, therefore, pointed out that the
main purpose of the forum is bringing together
scholars from various sectors in a single

umbrella to carry out fruitful discussion about
the country’s matter and ensure sustainable
peace.

He also stated that the discussion will play
decisive role in improving the country’s
economic, political, social issues are going
to be discussed widely. The forum is as well
used as a basement in realizing the future
discussion which will be prepared in the rest
of the country.

Berhanemekel called up on each scholar to
contribute his/her effort to realize county’s
sustainable peace and prosperity.

Photo: Gebabo Gebre

Addis Ababa Science and Technology
University President Derjie Engeda (PhD)
on his part noted that a number of scholars
from higher academic institutions, different
sectors, and research institutions across the
country will take part in the forum to discuss
the national issues and interests.

In the course of forum, two research papers
will be presented and opened to discussions in
the various issues of the country at Haile Grand
Resort, Addis Ababa. About 300 scholars will
engage in the discussions, it was learnt.

1GF 2022..

Similarly efforts to address cyber security
problem must center around the people and its
impact on livelihood. The government needs to
be transparent and accountable, she said.

Meanwhile, the participants of the forum have
praised Ethiopian hospitality. The participants
have expressed their appreciation and gratitude
for the government of Ethiopia and concerning
stakeholders for warmly welcomed and the
hospitality given to them.

In his closing remark Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia
Demeke Mekonnen said that Friday marks
the successful completion of the 17% edition
annual UN IGF and Ethiopia is greatly honored
to host this global forum.

Ethiopia is working on digital economy
and ideas raised at the forum needs to be
implemented on the ground so as to bring the
desired outcome, he said.

Ethiopia has been working on poverty
reduction and building digital economy despite

challenges. The country has been working
aggressively to ensure inclusive growth and
build digital economy despite the conflict.

“We are in the course of diligently
implementing the peace deal and providing
humanitarian emergency relief and services
to the conflict affected areas of the country.
Despite the challenges we never relented from
fighting poverty.”

He recalled that IGF has been conducted
for the past 17 years as a major platform for
nurturing a common understanding of internet
governance and additional responsibility is
expected from the IGF.

Acting Executive Secretary, ECA Antonio
Pedro said that each year as IGF convenes new
ideas are born, new partnership forged, and
alliances strengthened. “During the last days
we have seen committed engagement from
participants around the world highlighting
current global concern on digital sovereignty,
misinformation, affordability, internet
shutdowns, freedom of expression, and others.”

Participants highlighted that IGF should put
tangible proposals for shaping global norms

or impacting national level regulations.
Partnership with all stakeholders should be at
the foundation of digital transformation.

Speaking to The Ethiopian Herald Newspaper
Father of Internet Vinton Gray Cerf said that:
“It is my first time to be in Ethiopia and the
hospitality is marvelous.”

Praising Ethiopia’s preparations and hospitality
for the 17" IGF he said that: “I am really
admired by what [ saw in Ethiopia in the last
couple of days and definitely I will be back to
Ethiopia to visit different historical places in
the country.”

“I hope the people at the leadership position,
policy makers, government; media needs to
work more on in providing safer and secured
internet connectivity.” He advised the people
to use internet responsibly and contribute their
share to the development. The 17" global IGF
summit was held in Ethiopia, from November
28 to December 2, 2022.

During the 17" edition of IGF 2022, about
5,000 participants across the world took part
and over 300 sessions on various issues had
been conducted, it was learnt.

Some foreign
presses churning
out lies ahout
Ethiopia yet

BY ESSEYE MENGISTE

ADDIS ABABA - Some Western
government corporate presses are busy at
churning out lies after lies about Ethiopia
instead of supporting swift implementation
of the peace deal between the Ethiopian
government and TPLF, said a Black Agenda
Report Contributing Editor.

Speak to international media, the Black
Agenda Report Contributing Editor Ann
Garrison said that some Western presses are
not hoping for the success of the peace deal
as they have been busy instigating chaos via
disseminating fake news.

Some foreign interest group are undermining
the peace agreement coming up with lame
excuses and false accusations, she said
adding that these individuals have been
viewed Africa as a place to steal from and a
place to dump.

As to Ann Garrison, in the large sense the
way to think about Africa is attempt to
control the Horn of Africa which is for one
on all kinds of strategic waterways like
straight in the Straits of Hormuz. It is an
attempt to maintain to pursue and maintain
full spectrum dominance.

In her final message, she called on the U.S
government to reinstate Ethiopia’s AGOA
status. “It is one of the worst things to cancel
Ethiopia’s trade preference. This is something
called the African Growth and Opportunity
Act (AGOA). It allows African countries
to well manufactures, manufacturers who
are manufacturing in Africa to see come
over here a little bit to import to the U.S.
without tariffs so it canceled that a lot of
manufacturers left.”

BY BETELHEM BEDLU

ADDIS ABABA - Following the peace
accord, the members of Ethiopian Diaspora
Community have contributed over five million
USD, so disclosed the Ethiopian Diaspora
Service.

Ethiopian Diaspora Service Director-General
Mohammed Edris told the Ethiopian Press
Agency (EPA) that Of the five million USD,
2.3million USD have been already put into the
government’s coffer where the remaining is
still at the hands of the embassies.

As to him, the Diaspora community has also

sent medical equipment worth of 12 million
USD.

The Diaspora has also been making contribution
through civic society organizations using
various platforms, said the Director-General.

Over the course of the conflict seasons, the
Diaspora has donated over 1.6 billion Birr
for Internally Displaced People (IDPs) and
rehabilitation activities, he said.

“Bureaucratic red tape and loopholes in legal
frameworks are still the major bottlenecks for
the Diaspora.”

By the same token, he stressed that the Diaspora
community is undertaking several activities
to realize the peace deal. One of such efforts
is sensitizing the community the need and
essential benefits of the peace accord making
use the available communication channels.

Besides, it is putting tremendous effort in
advocating the implementation of the peace
deal by putting pressure on those who were
active in ending the war through various
means.

“They are putting enormous pressure on the
international community through various ways
to realize the implementation of the peace
accord.”

Meanwhile, activities are underway to create
a common ground between those who have
different political background, stand as well
as views, to better serve their country despite
their ideological differences, he noted.

Following the peace deal, over 21 Diaspora
groups have issued statement to advocate the

International community to support the peace
accord. Prior to that, 17 advocacy groups have
also released statements which were delivered
to 1,200 international institutions, officials and
prominent people.

So far, about 300 discussions were held in
various Diaspora groups that are aimed at
prioritizing national interest issues.

He further emphasized that the participation
of the Diaspora community should lay in a
sustainable foundation where they help nation
in achieving its development goals that are
envisioned to get people out of poverty.

As a result, he urged the Diaspora community
to continue engagement in trade, investment,
knowledge and technology transfer spheres.
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BY DANIEL ALEMAYEHU

Visiting the museums of its past, Ethiopia
had been considered as a sign of poverty
and hunger by most countries of the
world. Even this time, people misconceive
Ethiopia as one of the poorest countries
in the world.

Of course, it is not to completely deny
the reality. The issue is, however, the
government and the people of Ethiopia
have been working together on making
the nation a better place for its citizens.
In this regard, the government has indeed
taken tangible measures to address the
challenges.  Reputable international
financial institutions as well have given
due recognition to the improvements be
it in terms of GDP or per capita income.

In the early days of the reform, the nation
has been going through challenges along
with positive changes. The incumbent
has taken various decisions to change the
overall progress of the nation to make the
country the beacon of prosperity. From
those decisions, due focus is given to
making the nation deal with the question
of ensuring food security.

It is important to remember that the
whole world is in a big trouble regarding
the economy. With inside and outside
challenges, most nations in the world
are experiencing major price inflation
due to the pandemic and the Russia-
Ukraine war. Those challenges knocked
with harder fists, especially the face of
the developing countries. In this case,
Ethiopia is one of them. The war in the
northern part of the country and other
unwarranted  international  pressures
made the nation to be in a tough situation
concerning defending its people and
sovereignty.

It is obvious that if there is a war, the
nation’s economy will be harmed. Due to
the conflict in the north, the government
and the people of Ethiopia are facing
numerous pressures. To make things
even worse, the nation was suspended
from the AGOA agreement, and some
international organizations that joined
the fray had refrained from supporting
the country. The crux of the matter is
that there are some interest groups that
bent on arm-twisting the government
into fulfill their ill-intended wishes but in
vain.

On the other part, the incumbent has not
waited for another party to rescue it from
those challenges; rather it has taken bold
decisions on the economy and made the

nation stand on its feet. The question of
food security becomes the priority of
the government. In the present climate,
the Government of Ethiopia has given
due attention to the untapped resources
that the nation is blessed with. Though
the nation’s economy is dependent on
agriculture, it is believed, by most people,
that the nation has not used its natural
resources to curb the challenges.

According to various Reports, Ethiopia
spends billions of dollars to import edible
items including wheat products, and the
incumbent has been working on ways to
substitute the imported wheat with local
production. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
(Ph.D.) initiated the summer wheat
production coupled it with irrigation. This
initiative has brought its results in a short
period. From the results scored, the nation
even plans to export wheat to the world
market. This achievement has not been
registered easily; rather, the government
and stakeholders have worked tirelessly
and with commitment to make it happen.

Having a brief stay with the Ethiopian
Press Agency (EPA), Agriculture Minister
Umer Hussien mentioned ideas related to
achievements in agriculture. The minister
said that, “all we must see is the lesson
we draw from it.” It is true that the nation
has surely learned a lot about how to
survive under so many undue pressures.
He also stated that the government has
been working closely with the sector to
achieve the expected goals. Hence, the
incumbent has shown its commitment to
the leadership, and the community has
also shown its readiness to stand with the
government. The agriculture sector has
also enjoyed incentives such as tax-free

import of equipment and a-15 billion birr
subsidy.

Apart from wheat production, the
government has been working on other
agricultural products by maximizing
production. The Premier noted the
production of rice, maize, and coffee
has shown better progress like the
wheat. Besides, those actions have been
supported by other initiatives such as
irrigated-farming and green legacy.

With tireless actions and committed
leadership, Ethiopia is registering tangible
results in a number of sectors such as
agriculture. Such accomplishments will
take the country to its goal of ensuring
food security. The Agriculture minister
has disclosed the already registered
achievements.

Umer further disclosed that in the last
budget year, “we planned to cultivate 336
million quintals of major seeds, and we
have achieved 90 percent of our goal”.
It should be taken into account that there
were areas affected by the conflict coupled
with other challenges like shortage of
fertilizer. “We are working on products
that have a direct impact on inflation.”
In addition, the nation has generated
more than one billion USD from coffee
products. Such accomplishments are also
registered in other crops. Further, the
government is working on crops such as
sesame, maize, and rice by expanding the
best experiences to almost all parts of the
country.

He further pointed out that the nation
plans to yield better amounts of crops so
that the nation will have the chance to
export 2.5 metric tons of wheat products

to the market. The figure is expected to
be the surplus production. As the nation is
rich in livestock, Umer noted, the sector
is also the focus area for the government.

These and yet another development
feats are expected to take Ethiopia to
the destination of ensuring food security
shortly as planned in the nation’s 10- year
development plan. From the registered
achievements, the country has the
potential to march forward to prosperity.

All the accomplished figures are in store
due to the fact that the government and
stakeholders have unlocked the country’s
full potentials. The incumbent has not got
life easier when it comes to power, but it
has taken major decisions to curb those
hurdles and put the nation on the right
track. The economy is also proved to be
resilient and has the capacity to hold on
challenges and unjust pressures.

The essences of living under one’s
umbrella and standing on one’s own
feet have been the core elements of the
government. The nation is trying to fight
its war against poverty and external
pressures. The nation will take whichever
path to brush off the misleading picture
of the country and restore its face in the
face of the world. In the nearest possible
time, the nation ensures its food security
with its local production so that there will
be ways to reduce imported products.
Ethiopia will showing its
potential to the wider global community
and pushing forward to make itself the
beacon of prosperity.

continue

Editor's Note: The views
entertained in this article do not

necessarily reflect the stance of
The Ethiopian Herald
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Business & Economy

BY ABEBE WOLDEGIORGIS

The task of reviving the economy which was
hit by COVID 19 and war in the last two
years should not be left to the government,
the involvement of the private sector is
essential. To support the effort, BEHAQ
multimedia Private Limited Company
and Primer Investment Consultancy PLC
launched a project which lasts for five years
aiming to support 500 small and medium
size enterprises through creating market
opportunities in Africa and all over the
world.

The enterprises engaged in producing
leather, traditional and modern garments,
wood and metal products, construction
inputs, hand craft, poultry and related
activities. Such practice manifests how
private sectors support each other with cost
sharing which would have been the burden
of the government.

According to the Primer Investment
Consults Manager Melaku Kinfegebreal,
to select the enterprise various methods
are employed and among others through
getting information from local based
quality assurance institution, observing with
physical contact where they are located
within 170 kilo meters radius of Addis
Ababa and scrutinizing through agents,
clients and networks from far places where
the enterprises are working.

The enterprises products are also identified
based on their quality and the demand and
potential in penetrating local and foreign
markets.

As to Melaku, the project mainly focuses
on what the enterprises do in the future.

It is assumed that, they have their own
capacity and potential and the project’s role
is supporting them to stand by their own, to
enhance their capital amount, employment
capacity and broad value chain.

The project intends to find market,
financial support, facilitate loan and getting
machinery in the form of lease.

Andualem Sisay is the manager of BEHAQ
multimedia. As to him, the project will be
implemented over the coming five years
from 2022-2026 GC with a total investment
of 3.4 million USD as per the partnership
agreement the two companies signed. The
selection of the first 500 SMEs engaged in
producing high quality products has been
carried out jointly by the two companies.
The two companies will also jointly work
in forging partnerships with the relevant
and potential partners from both the private
sector and non-private actors. Ethiopian
SMEs involved in production of high
quality and competitive products will
benefit and get exposure to the experience
of foreign companies in this regard.

Exploring the enterprises internal capacity
and unleashing their potential is the major
theme of the project. The public sector to
some extent engaged in such practices
but not in its full capacity because the
government is pre occupied by various
burning issues such as restoring peace
and stability in various parts of the
country, calming insurgents and regulating

Most selected enterprises
utilizes locally obtained raw
materials as input and best

performers have the chance
to advance their business
and tap the local market
opportunities but the main
objective of the project is
promoting export. In such
a way enhancing the nation
foreign currency earning
capacity and create forward
and back ward linkage with
other sectors will be realized

commodity price, downing inflation and
implementing the peace agreement signed
with TPLF.

Before the implementation of the project,
assessment was conducted with regard to
the shortcomings of the enterprises.

Among others, the strength and weakness
of their internal structure, their operational
system, whether they need additional man

power, market opportunitics, finance,
getting  consultancy service or not.
Moreover, accessing loan from banks

through collateral was evaluated.

By taking in to account these all issues, the
project will provide assistance.

Most selected enterprises utilizes locally
obtained raw materials as input and best
performers have the chance to advance
their business and tap the local market
opportunities but the main objective of
the project is promoting export. In such a
way enhancing the nation foreign currency
earning capacity and create forward and
back ward linkage with other sectors will
be realized.

As it is known, export products will face
fierce competition with other products
relatively produced with better technology
in the international market and unless the
local enterprises produced standardized
products winning the game might be
hard.

Asked how far the local industries are
prepared themselves for this competition,
Melaku told that, one of the objectives of
the project is encouraging them to produce
quality products. For example, if there is
a demand for leather product in the USA
market, the product must be produced and
exported based on the standard requested
in that country. But currently the shortage
of capital hampers the industries not to
unleash their potential to produce as per the
quality required. If they obtain investment
from foreign companies and secure money
in equity can improve the quality of the
products and supply their products both to
local and foreign markets.

On the other hand, if there are enterprises
specialized in leather products locally
will be invited to train others so that the
beginners can cop up the required standard.

Exporting of the products to the outside
market conducted based on the international
agreements that Ethiopia is committed to be
abided such as “African Trade Agreement”
and COMESSA. But currently the priority
agenda is developing confidence on the
other countries market.

They have raw materials used as inputs and
technology and if they get skill from well
experienced enterprises can penetrate the
both local and outside markets.

If an enterprise unable to export its products

by its own capacity due to shortage of
capital, the project assists to export through
coordinating with other enterprises and the
products can be packed and loaded with one
container up to its market destiny.

It is believed that, local enterprises engaged
in leather producing have the capacity to

compete in other countries where there are
no companies which produce leather.

As to Andualem, BEHAQ will also be in
charge of distribution of hardcopy branding
materials including “the Ethiopian Products
Catalog 2022: promising 500 SMEs
Looking for Markets, and Investors”.

Following the massive global (365 days)
digital marketing campaign, Premier
Investment Consults PLC will be in charge
of handling all the email, telephone and
other social media communications with
the interested major dealers, supermarkets,
and investors, among others. Premier will
also facilitate sending product samples,
arranging factory visits and conducting
studies, like asset valuation, and other
documents required for establishment of
joint ventures between SMEs and interested
investors

There are sponsors who support the efforts
and producers will not be requested to pay
when their products are cataloged. But
the cost of cataloging is very expensive
and the project works as much as possible
to realize its objectives. To date, with the
support of sponsors thousands of copies
of catalogues are printed and illustrated
in public organizations, hotels and other
public areas locally.

As to Melaku, the very challenge of
the project is shortage of capital and as
mentioned above without the support of
sponsors cataloging the products was not
realized and still they need more support in
terms of finance and consulting.

The task of the digital cataloging is
advertising the products to foreign
customers. It also has sample pictures
and when the products are preferred by
customers the quality status will be certified.

The products will be advertised through
various digital media’s and the investor’s
data also kept by the project. So far foreign
investors showed interest to purchase the
products but the small scale enterprises
products amount may not be satisfy their
demand. There fore, the project planned to
combine many enterprises in one so that
scale upping the volume of the product will
be possible.

Ethiopia is the most populous country in
Africa in which 70 percent of it is below the
age of 35 and this indicates that providing
education and training to the youth must
be a priority agenda. Equally important is
creating job opportunity for the burgeoning
unemployed and to that end small and
medium size of enterprises can play pivotal
role. In the city and many urban centers
SMES are so far could employ hundreds
of thousands. But as compared to the
job demand they should increase their
employing capacity. But currently many
enterprises are facing various challenges
and among others space for expanding their
production activities, market connection
and access to finance. The SMES have
a potential to penetrate foreign markets
which is a gear to garner foreign currency.
Therefore, the government together with
other stake holders should strive to tackle
their problems and move forward.
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Green Legacy Initiative lessons and experience should
be shared and expanded to the broader region

BY EPHREM ANDARGACHEW

Ethiopia has been striving to curb its
greenhouse gas emissions by planting
tree seedlings. The country is vulnerable
to the impacts of climate change and the
unpredictability of climate variability.
Since the country is not a developed
nation, it’s capacity to mitigate the
negative effect of climate change has
been constrained by limited livelihood
options for the majority of the population,
inadequate ability to withstand or absorb
disasters, and the prevailing biophysical
shocks it faces.

To address these challenges, there is
a need for stronger climate change
mitigation and adaptation initiative across
the country. Among others, Green Legacy
Initiative, which has been implemented
since 2019, is worth mentioning. The
main aim of the initiative is to build a
green and climate-resilient economy.

The initiative is also imperative
to reverse climate change impacts
and environmental degradation that

contributed to flooding, soil erosion,
deforestation, and biodiversity loss.
Moreover, it uses to combat the negative
impact of climate change, drought, and
desertification.

The initiative aimed to plant 20 billion
tree seedlings from 2019 to 2022.
Nonetheless, the country has achieved
this by planting 25 billion tree seedlings
which increase the forest coverage
of the country. The initiative, apart

from combating the negative effects of
climate change, encourages people to
plant fruit trees which supports ensuring
food security and nutrition. It has been
contributing to ensuring economic
development and food security.

Indeed, climate change is a global
and continental problem that requires
collaborative cross-border
cooperation and Hence,
the green legacy initiative needs to
be recognized by the international
community and many environmental
actors who want to duplicate the initiative
and its objectives.

and
responses.

Taking the initiative as a stepping stone
to a better future for Ethiopia, UNDP,
on September 2022, explained its plan
to share the Green Legacy Initiative
achievements and experiences with about
10 countries. The initiative helps the Pan-
African agenda since it sets the pace in
combating climate change and fostering
community resilience. Apart from
fighting the negative effect of climate
change, the initiative is important to
strengthen regional cooperation.

South African Institute of International
Affairs (SAIIA) Governance Resources
Program Head Alex Benkenstein told
local media that Ethiopia’s Green Legacy
Initiative is a good practice to combat
the effects of climate change. Its lessons
and experiences should be shared and
expanded to the broader region.

To share lessons from the good practices

and expand them in other parts of the
continent, it is important that -civil
societies and other regional institutions
concerned with the issue of climate
change do more tasks, he added.

Ethiopia, in its Green Legacy Initiative,
has been conducting not only massive
tree seedlings plantation campaigns but
provided tree saplings to neighboring
countries to combat the chronic effects
of climate change both in the country and
in the region in a collaborative way, he
stated.

Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Demeke Mekonen
noted that Ethiopia has been working
on the Green Legacy Initiative and the
advancement of renewable energy in
the country. The ongoing efforts of the
Green legacy initiative and the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD)
have demonstrated the commitment of
Ethiopia to building a green economy and
mitigating the negative effect of climate
change.

On her part, the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Program,
Inger Andersen praised Ethiopia for its
commendable efforts to realize a green
economy. Besides, the UN will support
the efforts of Ethiopia to encourage
the development of renewable energy
sources.

In fact, Ethiopia has gone long way
in implementing both regional and
international environmental agreements

to mitigate the negative effect of climate
change. This commitment should not be
only acknowledged but requires support
from all parties.

The advancement of renewable energy
and the initiative requires support from
bilateral and multilateral development
partners. Because supporting the Initiative
has an enormous advantage for national,
regional, and international adaptation
and mitigation of the harmful effects of
climate change, biodiversity preservation,
combating desertification, ensuring green
development, guaranteeing food security,
and achieving the SDGs, according to
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Demeke.

Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs State
Minister Tesfaye Yilma said concerted
efforts are needed to mitigate or tackle
the growing climate-induced migration.
Fostering common understanding as
well as designing adaptive strategies and
jointly implementing the strategies are of
paramount contribution to addressing the
challenge.

In this regard, Ethiopia is taking concrete
steps to mitigate the impact of climate
change on sustainable development,
the state minister noted, adding that the
country’s designed climate-resilient green
economy strategy aims at addressing the
challenges relating to climate change
while pursuing sustainable economic
growth. This can be copied by other
countries as a model to combat the
negative effect of climate change.
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Art & Culture

(A Short Story)

BY ALEM HAILU G/KRISTOS

After grappling with a heavy chapter on
Abstract Algebra at the Science Faculty
Library of Addis Ababa University, when
fatigue set in, and when I began to get
famished, I decided to head to a dormitory,
I and a classmate share.

Back in the dorm, putting my notepad for
jotting odds and ends in a drawer, as usual
prodding my dorm mate Jegnaw, who
after class, taking of his shoes, likes to
flop on bed before lunch, I said,

“Get up man! Let us go to the dining hall
and queue up.”

But that day as opposed to his tendency
of happily jumping down from the upper
echelon of our double deck bed, he said,

“Please leave me alone! I am not in a
mood to dine! Go yourself!”

And covering it with his hands, he once
more buried his face in a pillow.

As he was not willing to tell me what was
wrong with him, I could but go to the
dining hall alone.

Putting aside the bread normally students
in the campus are served with spaghetti
at lunch, and buying a soft drink from a
shop by the university’s back gate, I once
more nagged him to get and eat lunch and
tell me the secret for his unaccountable
chagrin.

It took me a few minutes of persuasion
and soft words before he gave in.

Devouring the bread with the soft drink he
painfully uttered,

“I am going to withdraw and go back to
Merabete, my home town!”

“What for? Have you gone off your rocker!
We are due to graduate this semester, what
is it that makes you decide so?” I posed a
question mark bearing face.

He simply gave me a rolled up letter he
shoved into his chest pocket.

It was from his father’s friends. It goes
like this.

kkk

Dear Jegnaw, Greetings!
How are you doing?

I hope everything is well with you. Praise
the Lord, here we all are fine!

After my greetings, as a close friend of
your father, I feel I would be failing in my
duty, if I tarry in informing you that your
uncle, who took to the forest after shading
a farmer’s blood, is severely injured by
a bullet presumably fired by the brother
of the deceased. Your uncle has turned a
cabbage. A count down on his days has
started.

Your father, private Taye Zenaw,
fulminating by the unfolding, which he
took an affront to his dignity, has just
taken to the forest vowing he will take

even, despite my wisdom packed words
that ‘Blood Cleanses Not Blood!’

As you know, your dad is on the wrong
side of sixty. Though there is no doubt he
is a daredevil, and while young, as was
the dictates of the time, had demonstrated
his valor shooting a lion ,and as such he
is revered by residents of our town, he is
no more agile...And he could easily turn a
soft target to another vengeance.

The same is true with me.

This is therefore to inform you that you
need urgently come to a nearby town and
join us in seeking a peaceful means of
resolving the problem.

As you know, as vestiges of the old
custom, here some loiter carrying a rifle
even when plowing. To be on the safe
side, up on your arrival at the nearby
town, send a messenger, we will welcome
and accompany you home and discuss on
what ought to be done.

Merigeta Tele Kibatu

sk

Perusing the letter I felt pity for Jegnaw,
who found himself cornered.

“Why don’t you report the case to police?
The police together with religious leaders
could settle the problem,” I tried to advise.

“You just read my mind. That is exactly
what [ am going to do,” he replied after a
minute’s pause.

“How was the bloodshed started? Why did
your uncle shoot the farmer?” 1 couldn’t
hide my curiosity.

“Often when a niece of my uncle’s wife
pick a fight with her husband, she used to
run away from home and get sheltered at
my uncle’s house till her husband sends
elders, who broker peace. My uncle and
his wife rarely quarrel, for my uncle
adores her. And his wife, who took note
of the peevishness of her husband, prone
to unfounded jealousy, always tries her
best to avoid any action intentional or
otherwise that could in his eyes’ erode her
devotion to him. All in all, it was a blissful
life they were leading happily bringing up
their five-year old daughter. According to
their division of labour, tending cattle and
growing vegetables on the backyard of
their house, making dung from the cattle
manure, fetching water and firewood
and preparing food, were routines that
devolved on her shoulder.

But my uncle used to spend most of his
time on the farm, a ten minutes walking
distance from their hut. Yet unlike other
farmers it was dining at home that
rendered him pleasure. At lunch break,
after they together devoured the roasted
pea, she normally prepares for lunch,
drinking coffee, once more they engage in
their respective responsibilities.

Famished, once my uncle got home early
from the farm yard. As opposed to the
normal way of things, he couldn’t find his
wife home as before. When he headed

to the backyard he got his little daughter
chewing a sugarcane and asked her

“Where is mom?”

“I don’t know,” she shook the sugarcane
left.

Mistrustful when he headed to the barn,
to his shock he saw a man heaped on his
wife on a pile of hays. On the spur of the
moment, following the dictates of his
impulse, he opened fire. A bullet pierced
the man’s back while another his head.

At a loss what the heal happened, shaking
off the man from whose two deadly pores
blood was oozing out, jumping to her feet,
the woman beneath the man, his sister-in-
law but in his wife’s attire, dashing past
ran into a nearby forest.

After seconds of shock and oblivion,
when my uncle realized he had made a
homicide, he quickly checked the impulse
of the man he shot and found out the
departure of the man’s soul to hell.

To efface any possible clue about the
blunder, he ran back home and began to
look for a hoe for burying the body in the
barn.

Hearing about the bang, his wife, who was
out to fetch water from a nearby spring,
for theirs had run dry, came home half
running half walking.

From afar when she saw her husband
rushing into their barn with a hoe at hand,
putting down the pot of water she carried
on her back, she headed to the barn.

“What happened? I heard a bang! Are you
alright?”” she checked him all over.

Her husband, mortified like one who just
received a verdict of a capital punishment
in a court, with one hand on his head, with
a pointed finger drawing her attention to
the body on the pile of hay said

“T killed a man”
“Why??’
“Who is he?” she stared at him.

“I found him making love to your cursed
sister there! It never crossed my mind,
she could be the one he was making love
to, and as she wore yo